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COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF BOSQUE FARMS, NM 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

JULY 15, 2026 
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Gillespie called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

2.  ROLL CALL OF GOVERNING BODY 

Present were Mayor Gillespie, Councilor Ronita Wood, Mayor Pro Tem Eric De Smet, 

Councilor Zamora, and Councilor Bruhn arrived late. Quorum present. 

             

3.  Pledge of Allegiance   

The pledge of allegiance was recited.  

 

4.  Presentations  

Councilor Zamora called Point of Order to move Item I under New Business to #4 Presentations. 

De Smet seconded. 

           

Dedication of the Village of Bosque Farms Park Behind Administrative Offices Located at 1455 

W. Bosque Loop to Former Mayor Wayne Ake (Requested by Councilor Zamora)  

           

Mary Courtney and Diane Valerio read the Resolution Dedicating the Library Park in honor of 

former Mayor Wayne Ake in perpetuity. The resolution included all his years of service, his 

unwavering commitment, exemplary leadership and deep-rooted dedication to the residents, 

families, and rural character of the Village of Bosque Farms. It is the desire of the Governing Body 

and the citizens of Bosque Farms to recognize and permanently honor Mayor Ake’s lasting 

contributions to the Village by the designation of the park in Mayor’s name. It serves as a fitting 

and enduring tribute to Mayor Ake’s legacy of public service and civic pride.   

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Approval of the Dedication of the Village of Bosque Farms Park 

Bosque Farms Park Behind Administrative Offices Located at 

1455 W. Bosque Loop to Former Mayor Wayne Ake.  

Made by: Zamora  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: De Smet  

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

5.  Departmental Reports 

Interim Police Chief Adams summarized Police and Animal Control activity for the month of 

June.    

 

Prodigy Andrew Padilla gave an update on Water and Wastewater. Well #1 remained operating 

well while Well #2 was offline. The report addressed a proposed utility-rate increase. It was 

stated that the budget discussion had contemplated percentage increases rather than a $25 flat-fee 

increase. A rate study was reported to be in progress through resources identified by the New 

Mexico Finance Authority and the American Water Works Association.  
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Raw-water arsenic levels at Well #2 were reported as above the maximum contaminant level. 

The Village reported an arsenic result of 11, with 10 identified as the applicable level, and a prior 

result of nine. The New Mexico Environment Department had visited the Village to review 

arsenic sampling points and the wells. Sampling at the plant had been below 10 parts per billion, 

but that point was not recognized as the entry point for the system. It was reported that sampling 

at Well #2 would be suspended while the well remained offline and that quarterly sampling 

would begin at Well #1.  

Approximately nine million gallons of wastewater were received, treated, and discharged to the 

Rio Grande River during June. Approximately 20,000 gallons of waste were removed from the 

wastewater treatment plant. Approximately 1.9 million gallons of wastewater were received from 

Peralta in June. A workshop was requested to discuss the Peralta agreement. 

Grinder-pump failures were reported as an ongoing issue. A recent purchase of 33 grinder pumps 

was reported, with 12 remaining. The possibility of modifying the scope of the $4.9 million loan 

to include grinder pumps was also discussed. 

 

Fire Chief Schneider presented a report on behalf of the fire department. The Fire Department 

reported progress on hydrant survey and mapping matters, hydrant inspection information, and a 

purchase order for hydrant flow testing. The report also addressed prioritization of purchase 

orders during fiscal-year close-out, coordination with the Clerk, and EMS meeting discussions. 

Equipment funding is being pursued through Senator Sanchez and the NM Council of 

Governments.  

 

6.  Mayor & Council Reports 

Councilor Bruhn – announced that the Bosque Farms Fair would be held on August 1st and that 

the Bosque Farms Rodeo Association Rodeo would be held that evening. 

 

Councilor Zamora – no report.  

 

Councilor Wood reported on the library meeting. The library had 360 registrations for summer 

reading, 92 more than usual. The report noted a foam party, 71 participants for the rafters 

program, adult crafts resuming in August, and Friends of the Library support of approximately 

$700 for children’s summer programming. 

 

Councilor De Smet – no report.  

 

Mayor Gillespie reported that the Village does not have legal representation and that certain 

agenda items might need to be deferred pending completion of the RFP to obtain legal 

representation. He also stated that a special meeting might be needed regarding the budget. 

 

7.  Review and Approval of Financial Report – no official action taken 

Clerk/Administrator Erica A Martinez presented the financial report as of June 30. She reported 

that fiscal-year close-out required completion and closure of remaining purchase orders. 

Clerk/Administrator Martinez also gave a Clerk’s Report. She reported receipt of legislative-



2086 
 

 
 

funding reimbursements totaling approximately $945,000 of the approximately $1 million 

requested. She reported that NMDOT had processed an order for Highway 47 lighting fixtures 

using fiscal year 2026 funds and would develop an installation quote with Bixby Electric after 

the fixtures arrive. An update was provided regarding VRECC fiscal operations. She reported 

that the VRECC balance had been paid and the VRECC fund would be closed out. 

The Clerk/Administrator reported working with DFA on budget requirements. She stated that the 

Rules of Procedure was finalized in draft form and would require legal review. The request for 

proposals for legal services had been issued, with submissions due August 3, 2026.  

 

8.  Public Comment – Limited 1.5 minutes; time cannot be shared 

Sharon Eastman requested that the Village provide code-enforcement capacity for planning and 

zoning matters. She stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission needed an officer to 

identify potential violations and suggested that an existing employee or police officer spend time 

observing conditions and report observations to Robert Pierson for follow-up. 

 

Lillie McNabb commented on Village cooperation and announced that fair activities would 

begin July 31 and conclude Saturday night with a dance. 

 

Andrew Garcia commented on communications with Village administration, Village 

conditions, and the need for change. 

 

Debra Selisky commented on New Business Item P, the proposed resolution expressing no 

confidence in Mayor Chris Gillespie. She asked the Governing Body to consider whether 

members had made efforts to meet with the Mayor before voting on the matter. 

 

Michael Baber, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission, stated that the Commission 

had recently learned it no longer had a code-enforcement officer. He requested a workshop 

between the Council and Planning and Zoning Commission to discuss options for code 

enforcement. A response was given to say that staff would work on scheduling a workshop. 

 

Mary Courtney – left. 
  

Suzanne Heske requested information regarding the types of IPRA requests and data being 

released. She also asked about barricades and fences installed along ditches, including 

responsibility, cost, community input, and access. The Governing Body stated that the gates and 

fencing referenced were associated with the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and were 

not Village property. 
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9.  Review and Approval of Minutes from.  

 

Special Meeting held on May 28, 2026 

Special Meeting held on June 1, 2026, 2026 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Approval of minutes for May 28, 2026, and June 1, 2026.  

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Bruhn 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

10.  Executive Session  

Discuss limited personnel matters as permitted under Section 10-15-1(H)(2) Clerk; and as 

permitted by Section 10-15-1(H)(7)-Clinton Niceley, New Mexico Municipal League 

(Granzberg; Dominguez)  

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Enter closed session to discuss limited personnel matters.  

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Zamora 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

Governing body closed for closed session at approximately 7:31p.m. 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Return to regular session from closed session  

Made by: De Smet Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Bruhn 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 
The regular meeting reconvened at approximately 8:45 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem De Smet stated 

for the record for the discussion on Section 10-15-1(H)(2) Clerk nothing was discussed. Under 

Section 10-15-1(H)(7) Granzberg; Dominguez was discussed.  

 
11.  OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Authorizing Publication Notice of Intent to Adopt the following: Ordinance No. 2026-02 

An Ordinance Amending Village Code, Ordinance 4-1 Fire Department (From June 17, 

2026 Council Meeting; requested by Pro Tem De Smet) 
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A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Authorize publication of Notice of Intent to Adopt Ordinance 

No. 2026-02, an Ordinance amending Village Code Ordinance 

4-1 Fire Department   

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Bruhn  

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

B. Review and Possible Action of Changes to Ordinance 4-1 Fire Department (Requested by 

Mayor Pro Tem De Smet) 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Postpone review and possible action of changes to Ordinance 4-

1 Fire Department  

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Bruhn 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

C. Review and Approval of Request for Proposal #2026-01-100 for Annual Legal Services 

for the Village of Bosque Farms (Requested by Mayor Pro Tem De Smet). RFP has been 

published and is set to open on Monday July 13, 2026 

 

The Clerk/Administrator Martinez reported that the RFP had opened Monday, July 13, 2026, and 

that proposals were due August 3, 2026. No action was taken. 

 

D. Review and Possible Action of Rules of Procedure (Requested by Mayor Pro Tem De 

Smet)  

 

The Rules of Procedure remained in draft form. Clerk/Administrator Martinez stated that 

additional revisions and legal review were needed. No action was taken. 

 

E. Consideration and Possible Approval of immediate termination of PSA with Stelzner 

Law firm (Requested by Mayor Pro Tem De Smet), Stelzner Law Firm has terminated 

their agreement as of COB on July 10, 2026 

 

The Clerk/Administrator confirmed that Stelzner Law Firm had terminated its agreement in its 

entirety effective close of business July 10, 2026. 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Approval of immediate termination of PSA with Stelzner Law 

firm.  

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Bruhn 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 
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F. Review and Approve a Resolution Adopting a Schedule of Administrative Fees for the 

Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 10-1; Repealing Resolution No. 847-15 (Revenues 

currently budgeted @ $2,000.00, increasing in FY27 budget to $120,000.00) (From June 

17, 2026, Council Meeting) 

 

The Governing Body discussed the proposed administrative-fee schedule and requested 

additional time to review the materials and discuss fees with the assessor. 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Postpone of review and approval of resolution adopting a 

Schedule of Administrative Fees for the Comprehensive Zoning 

Ordinance 10-1 to the next properly noticed meeting. 

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood- Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Bruhn 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

G. Notice of Intent to Adopt Ordinance amending Ordinance Section 10-2-23 (Revenues 

currently budgeted @ $350.00, increasing in FY27 budget to $8,000.00) (From June 17, 

2026, Council Meeting) 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Postpone Notice of Intent to Adopt Ordinance amending 

Ordinance Section 10-2-23 to the next regular scheduled 

meeting. 

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Wood 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

H. Notice of Intent to Adopt Ordinance amending Ordinance Sections 9-2-10 and 9-3-20 

(increasing Water and Wastewater charges from approximately $75.00 per month to 

$100.00 per month) (From June 17, 2026, Council Meeting)  

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Postpone Notice of Intent to Adopt Ordinance amending 

Ordinance Section 9-2-10 and 9-3-20 to the next regular 

scheduled meeting.   

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Zamora  

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

12.  New Business 

 
I. Dedication of the Village of Bosque Farms Park Behind Administrative Offices Located at 

1455 W. Bosque Loop to Former Mayor Wayne Ake (Requested by Councilor Zamora)  

This item was moved and considered under Presentations.  
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J. Review and Possible action of temporary Intergovernmental Agreement with Town of 

Peralta for Emergency Medical Services (Requested by Mayor Pro Tem De Smet) 

 

The Governing Body discussed the need for a workshop with the Town of Peralta regarding 

emergency medical services and the proposed intergovernmental agreement. The Mayor stated 

that legal representation would be needed before further discussion of the proposed IGA. 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Approval of the temporary MOU with the Town of Peralta for 

Emergency Medical Services 

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood- Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Bruhn 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

K. Review and Possible Approval of Self Report by Councilor to the New Mexico State 

Auditor (Requested by Mayor Pro Tem De Smet) 

 

Mayor Pro Tem De Smet discussed submitting the report for review of financial-management and 

internal-control matters, potential corrective actions, and any determination by the Office of the 

State Auditor regarding whether additional review, audit, investigation, or referral was warranted. 

 

Clerk/Administrator Martinez stated for the record she did not get a copy of the Self-Report to 

include in the packet; she is not aware of what’s exactly on there as she has not read it. She clarified 

Mayor Pro Tem De Smet is proposing that the mayor self-reports right now when some of these 

issues have already been rectified.  

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Approval of self-report by the Council to the New Mexico State 

Auditor 

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-No 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Zamora 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

L. Review and Possible Action of New Emergency Medical Services Ordinance (Requested 

by Mayor Pro Tem De Smet)  

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Postpone Review and Possible Action of New Emergency 

Medical Services Ordinance until the next properly noticed  

meeting.  

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Zamora  

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

M. Consideration and Possible Action of Contract and/or Professional Services Agreement 

with Vensure HR for Payroll and HR services (Requested by Mayor Pro Tem De Smet)    
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A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Approval of Contract and/or Professional Service Agreement 

with Vensure HR for Payroll and HR Services 

Made by: De Smet  Withdrawn  

Second by: Bruhn 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

There was discussion on if the CPO needs to be a Village employee or not. Mayor mentioned we 

need to have a legal opinion to move forward with this item. The Governing Body discussed the 

possibility of obtaining payroll services from Vensure HR. Discussion included payroll 

processing, PERA reporting, Retiree-Healthcare reporting, procurement requirements, and 

information provided concerning third-party payroll services used by the Town of Peralta.  

Clerk/Administrator Martinez brought up Retiree Health Care won’t accept from an outside 

payroll entity. She was told PERA was the same and the Village is contracted with the City of 

Albuquerque benefits, and they won’t take reporting or payments from an outside entity. It is her 

opinion that this needs to be explored a little bit more.  

Mayor Pro Tem De Smet was just trying to help get the Village employees paid on time. The 

reason she contacted the Town of Peralta’s payroll company was, unfortunately, for the last two 

pay periods, she believes Village employees were not paid on the appropriate dates. She was just 

trying to help.  

Clerk/Administrator Martinez clarified both payrolls she ran have been on the appropriate pay 

date. The previous treasurer running payroll as a job for seven or eight years, had employees of 

the Village used to getting their paycheck at midnight or whenever it hit their account depending 

on the financial intuition. For the record both times Clerk/Administrator Martinez ran payroll, 

employees have gotten their pay on the same pay date as expected, it was not delayed by any 

date. It is not a guaranteed pay time, it’s a guaranteed pay date. Moving the date is something 

that needs to be addressed at a later time. Employes are paid for that Sunday, Monday is payroll 

and employes are paid by Tuesday. Our employees have gotten paid on the appropriate pay date, 

on that Tuesday, it was not delayed.  

 

A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Consider a Professional Service Agreement with Vensure HR 

for Payroll and HR Services after Clerk Martinez calls and 

talks to Mr. Nestor 

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood- Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Wood 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

 

N. Review and Possible Action on Expenditure of Remaining ARPA Funds (Requested by 

Mayor Pro Tem De Smet)    
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Mayor Pro Tem De Smet spoke on her concerns regarding the ARPA funds. There are 

inconsistencies in the amounts. She gave some background on what the ARPA funds were used 

for and brought up the fact that the funds need to be spent before the end of the year. If the ARPA 

funds are not spent by December, the Village will lose that money. She has been asking this 

question since January of 2025 and has not gotten answered.  

 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Postpone review and possible action on expenditure of 

remaining ARPA Funds until the next regular meeting  

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood- Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Zamora 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

O. Review and Possible Action on Loaning of Rescue 5 Unit to the Town of Peralta 

(Requested by Mayor Pro Tem De Smet)         

 

The Governing Body and public discussed loaning Rescue 5 to the Town of Peralta. Discussion 

included the status of the unit, equipment and controlled substances, EMS certification, the 

proposed loan agreement, the gurney and charging unit, responsibility for repairs, return 

provisions, and legal review. 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Motion stands approving loaning Rescue 5 Unit to the Town of 

Peralta starting August 14, 2026, subject to legal review and 

review by the Town of Peralta. 

Made by: De Smet  Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Zamora 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

P. Review and Possible Action on Resolution No. 1091-2026 of the Governing Body 

Expressing No Confidence in the Leadership of Mayor Chris Gillespie (Requested by 

Mayor Pro Tem De Smet)  

 

Mayor Pro Tem De Smet started by reading a statement on her concerns and why she will vote in 

favor of the No Confidence resolution. She has observed repeated instances of the governing body 

having struggled to obtain timely information needed to fulfill their oversight responsibilities. 

These delays in providing information to unanswered questions and conflicting information 

regarding matters such as Village financing, ARPA funds, and other public business have made it 

difficult for the council to effectively govern and for the public to maintain confidence in its 

government. She also stated concerns about challenges regarding EMS services, violations with 

Open Meetings Act and repeated disagreements over the respective legal authority of the mayor 

and council resulting in the need to seek outside legal guidance.  

The Governing Body and members of the public commented on Village governance, financial 

matters, EMS services, communication, meeting procedures, and the proposed resolution. They 
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spoke about the lack of communication coming from the mayor.  

 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Approval of resolution 1091-2026 of the Governing Body 

Expressing No Confidence in the leadership of Mayor Gellespie 

Made by: De Smet Councilor Wood- No 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Zamora 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

Q. Approval of Resolution Adopting Final FY27 Budget 

 

Mayor Gillespie commented that this item cannot be addressed tonight because we do not have all 

the components available. 

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Postpone resolution adopting final FY27 budget to the next 

regular scheduled meeting. 

Made by: Wood Councilor Wood-Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Bruhn 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

R. Authorizing Publication of Notice of Intent to Adopt; Discuss, Review and Approve the 

Amendment for Door-to-Door Sales (Requested by Councilor Zamora)  

 

Councilor Zamora commented on the need for further review of the Village’s Door-to-Door Sales 

provisions.  

 
A 

C 

T 

I

O 

N 

Motion  Authorizing publication of Notice of Intent to Adopt; Discuss, 

Review and approve the Amendment for Door-to-Door Sales 

Made by: De Smet Councilor Wood- Aye 

Councilor De Smet- Aye 

Councilor Bruhn- Aye 

Councilor Zamora- Aye 

Second by: Wood 

Motion carried? 
PASSED FAILED 

 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF BOSQUE FARMS GOVERNING BODY 

WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2026. 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

10:59 PM 

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 21st DAY OF OCTOBER 2026 

 

 

__     _______ 

  Chris Gillespie, Mayor 
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(SEAL) 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

           Clerk/Administrator 

 


